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Zaire 
President Mobutu Effects ‘Veritable Reshuffle’ 


New Ministry Created 


AB1101163090 Paris AFP in French 1555 GMT 
11 Jan 90 


{Text] Kinshasa, 11 Jan (AFP)}—Zairian Head of State 
Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko today decided to create a 
new Ministry of Middle Classes and Cottage Industries 
Affairs and a special Ministry for Environment, bringing 
the new government to 51 members including the prime 
minister, Kengo wa Dondo, who still maintains his post, 
it was learned from official sources. 


This new cabinet, whose members were made known 
this afternoon, is made up of 31 ministers and 20 
secretaries of state, whereas the former government had 
47 members. 


The Zairian national radio, which had asserted in the 
afternoon that Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko had decided 
to effect a “veritable reshuffle’ within the ruling organs, 
announced that the two vice prime ministers, Nimy 
Mayidika Ngimbi, who is in charge of political affairs 
and the rights and freedoms of citizens, and Mwando 
Nsimba, in charge of economic affairs, have kept their 
portfolios. 


Makes MPR Leadership Changes 


AB1101190590 Paris AFP in French 1702 GMT 
11 Jan 90 


[Text] Kinshasa, 11 Jan (AFP)}—President Mobutu Sese 
Seko this afternoon reappointed Kithima Bin Ramazani 
to the post of secretary general, and dropped the two 
deputy secretaries general of the Popular Movement of 
the Revolution [MPR] Political Bureau (the supreme 
organ of the sole ruling party in Zaire), it was learned 
from official sources. According to Zairian radio and 
television, this decision constitutes a “veritable reshuf- 
fle’’ of the country’s political leadership. 


The “Voice of Zaire’ also announced the appointment 
of new presidents of the Legal Council, of the Audit 
Office, and a secretary general for mobilization in the 
person of former Information and Press Minister 
Sakombi Inongo. 


Other changes in the leadership of the army, state 
enterprises, and the provinces will be announced later, 
the national radio added. 


4 Ministers Dropped 
AB1101214090 Dakar PANA in French 1825 GMT 
11 Jan 90 


[Text] Dakar, 11 Jan (PANA)}—A cabinet reshuffle, 
which resulted in the dropping of four ministers and the 
appointment to the government of two new personali- 
ties, was decided today in Kinshasa, a reliable source has 
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stated. The four ministers who left the cabinet had been 
in charge of the portfolios of budget, economy and 
industry, transport and communications, and informa- 
tion. They are Messrs Kasereka, Ndele, Mokolo wa 
Mpombo, and Sakombi Inongo, respectively. 


Sakombi Inongo has returned to the state-party, the 
Popular Movement of the Revolution, MPR, and taken 
over its executive secretariat in charge of mobilization, 
propaganda, and political activities. He has been 
replaced in his functions by Ngongo Kamanda, who was 
previously minister of culture and arts. Messrs Sampasa 
and Kamanda wa Kamanda are the two personalities 
who have entered or returned to the Zairian Govern- 
ment. They will take up the portfolios of transport and 
the chairmanship of the Judiciary Council (at the Min- 
istry of Justice). 


The same sources said that, apart from Sakombi Inongo, 
other personalities were also appointed within the state- 
party, the MPR. They are Mpinga Kafenda, former 
prime minister and up to now permanent secretary of the 
Political Bureau, who was appointed first deputy general 
secretary, a post at which he has succeeded Kamanda wa 
Kamanda; and Professor Vundwawe Te Temako, former 
vice prime minister and minister of the interior, was 
appointed MPR second deputy general secretary. 


It will be noted that the present prime minister, Kengo 
wa Dondo, has kept his post. The same goes for the three 
vice prime ministers and the foreign affairs minister, 
Nimy Mayidika Ngimbi, Mozagba Nguka, Mwando 
Nsimba, and Nguz a Karl-I-Bond. 


New Cabinet Listed 


AB1201090390 Paris AFP in French 2324 GMT 
11 Jan 90 


[Text] Kinshasa, 12 Jan (AFP)—Here is the new govern- 
ment’s composition following Zairian head of state Mar- 
shal Mobutu Sese Seko’s Thursday 11 January cabinet 
reshuffle: 


President of the Republic, Minister of Defense Marshal Mobutu 

and Veterans Affairs: Sese Seko 

Prime Minister: Kengo wa Dondo 

Vice Prime Minister for Social and Cultural Nimy Mayidika 

Affairs, Minister of State for Citizen’s Rights Ngimbi 

and Liberties: 

Vice Prime Ministers for Political and Adminis- Mozagba Nguba 

trative Affairs, Minister of State for Territorial 

Administration and Decentralization: 

Vice Prime Minister for Economic, Financial, Mwando Nsimba 

and Monetary Affairs; Minister of State for 

Rural Development: 

Minister of Territorial Security: General Singa 

Botenge Mosam- 

bay! 

Minister of Foreign Affairs: Nguz A Karl-I- 
Bond 

Minister of International Cooperation: Nyiwa Mobutu 
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Minister of Information and Press: Ngongo Kamanda Minister of Sports and Leisure: Kibassa Maliba 

Minister of Planning: Bofossa W'Ambea Minister of Culture, Arts, and Tourism: Ileka Nkumu 
Nkoso 

Minister of Finance: Kotanga Muku- 


madi Yamutumba 


Minister of Budget: Managa ma Pholo 
Minister of Agriculture: Takizala Luyain 
Muis Mbingi 
Minister of National Economy and Industry: Banguli Ntambwe 
Mbali 
Minister of Middle Classes and Cottage Indus- Kisanga Kabon- 
tries [Ministre des classes moyennes et gelo 


artisanat]: 


Minister of External Trade: 


Nzanda Bwana 
Kalemba 


Minister of Mines and Energy: 


Mushobekwa Kal- 
imba wa Katana 


Secretaries of State for: 


National Defense Vice Admiral Mawa 
Mudina 

Veterans Affairs General Babia Zonghi 
Malobia 

Territorial Security Yende Buku 

Legal Council Muyabo Nkulu 


Rights and Liberties 


Sabi Ngampoub Mubien 


Territorial Administration 


Ikolo Bolulama W'Okon- 
dolo 


Minister of Public Works and Territorial Plan- Kibangula 
ning: Makonga Decentralization Ibula Mwana Katakanga 
Minister of Transport and Communication: Sampassa Kaweta Foreign Affairs Buketi Bukaya 
Milombe ; 
International Cooperation Malu ma Koni 
Minister of Environment and Nature Conserva- Admiral Lom- : 
tion: ponda wa Botende Planning y Ilunga Ilunkamba 
Minister of Higher Education, Universities, and Boyona Bamea Budget Bombito Botomba 
Scientific Research: Agriculture Mubenga Mukendi 
Minister of Primary and Secondary Education: Nzege Aliazimbina Rural Development and Mobilization Kitenge Tabu Yemba 
Minister of Public Health: — _— Mines and Energy Kiro Kimathi Ndato 
t 
nae . Public Works and Territorial Planning Bingoto Mandoko 
Minister of Social Affairs: Ngandu Kebeya 


Minister of Urbanism and Housing: 


Nzungu Luntadi 


Minister of Labor and Social Welfare: 


Maduka Inyanza 


Minister of Civil Service: 


Okitakula Djam- 
bokota 


Minister of Posts, Telephones, and Communica- 
tions: 


Ileo Itambala 


Transport and Communications 


Mulamba Musambay 


Higher Education, Universities, and Sci- Diur Katond 
entific Research 

Primary and Secondary Education Nzali Lopenbe 
Environment and Nature Conservation Lombo Kanza-Kanza 
Civil Service Sendwe Kasongo Ilunga 
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Ethiopia 


OLA Offensive, Captured Cubans Reported 


EA1201060890 (Clandestine) Voice of Omoro 
Liberation in Oromo 1630 GMT 10 Jan 90 


[Excerpts] The 58th (?Division) has been destroyed. 
[martial music] In a continuing offensive by the Oromo 
Liberation Army [OLA] against the enemy, thousands ¢ £ 
Dergue soldiers were killed or wounded, while more than 


200 were captured. 


In heavy fighting between 2 and 7 January 1990 at 
different places, the enemy force of the 58th (?Division), 
which comprises the 13lst, 132d, 148th, and 158th 
Brigades, was put out of action. [martial music] 


The 148th and 158th Brigades, which were mobilized to 
Asosa as reinforcements in the Asosa battle, were 
defeated by the OLA on 5 January 1990. In this heavy 
fighting, more than half of the soldiers were killed or 
wounded and 180 were captured, while those remaining 
were dispersed. [passage omitted] 


After destroying the enemy force at the town of Asosa, 
the OLA continued its cifensive and gained control of 
the town of Bambesi on January 1990 by annihilating the 
enemy force in that town. 


The town of Bambesi is 45 km from the town of Mendi, 
which connects Asosa to Addis Ababa, and is (?adjacent) 
to the towns of Asosa and Begi. Bambesi is located at a 
strategic position. 


Moreover, six Cuban nationals among the foreigners 
working in the Asosa area have been captured and are 
now in the hands of the Oromo Liberation Front [OLF]. 


They are: 1) Humberto Gonzalez Sanchez, aged 27, 
male, doctor; 2) Pedro Ulacia Marin, aged 37, male, 
doctor; 3) Caridad Fernandez Villareal, aged 30, female, 
doctor; 4) Luis Bello Tamayo, aged 47, male, nurse; 5) 
Yolanda Hernandez Boga, aged 23, male, doctor; 6) 
Caridad Benaiides Carmona, aged 34, male, nurse. 


In another development, the fascist and antipeople gov- 
ernment is inflicting damages to the lives and property of 
the people by using its war planes in OLF liberated and 
controlled areas. In this respect, Dergue aircraft killed 3 
innocent people, including children and old men, and 
wounded 15, on 7 and 8 January 1990 in an airraid on 
Asosa and its surroundings. In addition, people’s dwell- 
ings and a telephone (?building) were bombed. 


OLA Claims ‘Complete Control’ of Asosa Province 


EA1201101289 (Clandestine) Voice of Oromo 
Liberation in Oromo 1630 GMT 11 Jan 90 


[Text] Advancing in its offensive against the Dergue 
forces in Asosa Province [Welega Region] in western 
Oromia, the Oromo Liberation Army [OLA] has estab- 
lished complete control over Asosa Province by cap- 
turing the bridge over the Dabus. Despite the fact that 
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the enemy forces in the area tried to defend it, they were 
forced to abandon it after bitter and lengthy fighting by 
the OLA. 


In heavy fighting around the Dabus bridge on 8 January 
1990, more than 400 colonial soldiers were killed and 
over 450 wounded, while 40 were captured. The enemy 
troops stationed at different places also retreated when 
they realized that they could not escape from the pun- 
ishment of the OLA. 


In this respect, the soldiers of this anti-Oromo govern- 
ment ment abandoned the town of Begi [about 75 km 
south of Asosa] in Asosa Province. 


Furthermore, the enemy force stationed at Daleti, in Sibu 
Province of Welega Region was forced to vacate thi: area, 
burning a marble (?factory). The factory was an Ethiopia- 
Libya joint venture, and it can be recalled that the OLA 
once attacked and forced them to flee from the area 


In another development, the fascist government, which 
does not care for the people, has continued its acts of 
madness and bombed civilians. Accordingly, it ki led 10 
civilians and wounded 5 in the Asosa area. 


It will be recalled that it killed five and wounded three 
civilians as it bombed Asosa Town. This government, 
which never refrains from destroying the property of 
innocent people, has destroyed a generator which was 
supplying light to Asosa Town. A telephone building was 
also destroyed. 


ELF Source: Attacked Polish Ships Carrying Arms 


PM1101145890 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 
9 Jan 90 p 2 


[Muhammad Ibrahim Muhammad report: “Eritrean 
Official Tells AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT: We Attacked 
Two Polish Ships Because They Were Carrying Weapons 
to Ethiopia’) 


[Excerpts] Jeddah, AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT bureau— 
Eritrean fighters have claimed responsibility for the 
recent armed attack on two Polish ships in the Red Sea. 


A responsible source from the Eritrean Liberation Front- 
Unified Organization has said that Eritrean fighters 
attacked the two ships after ascertaining that the second, 
the Polish ship ““Adam Asnyk,” was carrying weapons 
and military equipment to Ethiopia: That was why they 
attacked it. 


In a statement to AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT the source 
emphasized that Eritrean fighters fully respect the 
freedom of shipping in the Red Sea and are pledged not 
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to attack ships, but they will not keep silent about the 
delivery of arms to Ethiopia. He threatened Israeli 
vessels in particular. 


He said that following the expiry of the Soviet-Ethiopian 
friendship treaty in 1990 and the restoration of diplo- 
matic relations between Tel Aviv and Addis Ababa Israel 
will be Ethiopia’s major arms and ammunition supplier. 
He pointed out that Israeli experts and advisers have 
replaced Russian and Cuban experts in Ethiopia. [pas- 
sage Omitted] 


The Eritrean Front also warned the international com- 
panies contracted by Ethiopia to develop Aseb Port at a 
cost of $70 million that their interests will threatened if 
they start to implement the project, which is financed by 
the World Bank and the African Dv velopment Bank. 
The sources added: We will be in a eal state of war with 
these companies. [passage omitted] 


Kenya 


Commmentary Notes U.S. Aid, ‘Good Relations’ 


EA1101152890 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1615 GMT 10 Jan 90 


[News commentary] 


[Text] Yesterday the U.S. wrote off 983,400,000 shillings 
owed to it by Kenya. The vice president and minister of 
finance, Professo. George Saitoti, and the U.S. ambas- 
sador to Kenya, Mr Smith Hempstone, signed the agree- 
ment in which America relieved Kenya of a total of 3.8 
billion shillings. The cancellation will be effected in three 
annual tranches starting yesterday. 


The waiving of this debt is a gesture of the good relations 
existing between the two countries. As the vice president 
put it, it is sure proof that America has not the slightest 
intention of cutting its aid to Kenya due to the planned 
construction of the KENYA TIMES media complex, as 
had been stated by Paris-based American newspaper, 
THE HERALD TRIBUNE, but on the contrary, it is 
clear indication that America’s promise late last year 
that it would increase its aid to Kenya still holds. 


The feelings of Kenyans about the debt relief were 
expressed yfsterday by Prof Saitoti, who pledged that 
Kenya would adhere to the structural adjustment pro- 
gram. Over the last | year, Kenya has had a total debt 
relief of over $484,000,000. 
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One of the most generous debt cancellations was the 8 
billion-shilling debt that West Germany wrote off mid- 
last year. Whereas all Kenyans welcome the move whole- 
heartedly, it is opportune that we address ourselves fully 
to the issue of foreign debt. Third Worid countries are 
faced with sky-rocketing external debts which threaten to 
crush their economies. 


Most of these countries spend fortunes in setting the 
foreign debts. Kenya, for instance, spends 30 percent of 
the foreign exchange on servicing her external debt. 


Developing countries should adopt economic policies 
geared towards decreasing, if not ending, the over- 
reliance on the developed world. There is need for Third 
World countries to boost domestic production and strive 
for import substitution. 


Over-reliance on foreign aid indicates a weakness in a 
country’s economy. It is for this reason that the Third 
World should aim at making itself self-reliant. This will 
noi only be a big stride in the development process but 
also a source of pride for these countries. 


Diplomatic Relations Established With Seychelles 


EA1101145890 Nairobi KNA in English 0952 GMT 
11 Jan 90 


[Text] Nairobi, |! January—The governments of the 
Republic of Kenya and the Republic of Seychelles today 
issued a joint communique in Victoria, Mahe, Sey- 
chelies, on the establishment of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries. 


The communique was issued following a meeting in 
Victoria, Mahe, between Kenya’s minister for foreign 
affairs and international cooperation, Dr Robert J Ouko, 
and her excellency Danielle de St Jorre, minister for 
planting and external relations, Republic of Seychelles. 


The full text of the communique is as follows: 

}. To strengthen the existing friendly relations between 
their two countries and peoples; 

2. To promote and intensify their solidarity and cooper- 
ation in the political, economic, social and cultural 
fields, as fellow members of the Organisation of African 
Unity and in accordance with the principles of interna- 


tional cooperation. 


Have decided, in the furtherance of fulfilment of these 
mutual objectives, to establish formal diplomatic relations. 
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Foreign Minister Comments on Wolpe Visit 


MB1101202590 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Engiish 1800 GMT 11 Jan 90 


[Text] Foreign Minister Pik Botha has reacted to criti- 
cism of the South African Government for allowing 
proponents of sanctioi.3 to visit the country. He told 
television news that openness was essential. 


{Begin Botha video recording] South Africa cannot avoid 
danger by avoiding contact. One must ask oneself what 
would have been the position if we had refused a man 
like Mr Wolpe. He travels on an official passport, he is a 
member of the United States Congress. We hae insisted 
all along that South African members of parliament 
ought to be allowed in all countries of the world. I think 
it is essential. It has nothing to do with whether we agree 
with one another. 


But there is only one way in the long run for South Africa to 
improve its image and to get the truth through about our 
developments. and that is to open up and let people come 
and see, even if they are critical. And I must say this: I do 
not agree that Mr Wolpe did not change his (?views), at least 
to some extent. For the first time he admitied that there 
have been positive changes in South Africa. He still sings the 
song of sanctions. I suppose for him witb nis constituency of 
background, it must also be difficult, (?similarly) to making 
a major speech, and we will continue to oppose him on his 
sanctions, sanctions view. But at least he made the acknowl- 
edgment that there have been important positive changes. 
{end recording] 


De Klerk Calls for Closer Regional Cooperation 


MB1101124090 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 11 Jan 90 


[Text] The state president, Mr F.W. de Klerk, says closer 
cooperation between the countries of southern Africa is the 
only way the region will be able to maintain itself in the 
international community. Mr de Klerk arrived in Umtata 
this morning for talks with Transkei's military government. 


President de Klerk said during a visit to President Tutor 
Ndamase that southern Africa stood on the threshold of a 
decisive period, with the major challenge being to serve the 
interests of the region’s people on the basis of closer 
cooperation. 


Talks between the South African and Transkeian govern- 
ments have begun behind closed doors. Our political news 
staff reports that the release of Nelson Mandela and the 
continued independence of Transkei are likely to be dis- 
cussed. 


President de Klerk is accompanied by the minister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha; the deputy minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Leon Wessels; and senior officials of the min- 
istry. The talks are also being attended by the South African 
ambassador to Transkei, Mr Gert Terblanche. 
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Urges End to Transkei Military Rule 


MB1101183690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1820 GMT 11 Jan 90 


[Text] Umtata Jan 11 SAPA—South African State Pres- 
ident F.W. de Klerk has signalled that Transkei’s mili- 
tary government should return power to civilian rule as 
soon as possible. 


This came after a four-hour meeting between mr De 
Klerk and the Transkei government on Thursday. 


President de Klerk, accompanied by Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha and his deputy mr Leon Wessels, told a press 
conference that in a spirit of non-intervention the return 
of power to civilian rule was discussed. 


Transkei’s military leader Maj-Gen Bantu Holomisa 
immediately confirmed Mr De Klerk’s announcement. 


“We thank the South African Government for their 
advice. 


“My government will react to it. There are, however, 
certain issues we still have to thrash-out before consid- 
ering the issues,” Gen Holomisa said. 


Gen Holomisa added he was glad the advice did not 
come as a directive. 


President de Klerk said the question of a free market 
system was also discussed at length with an idea of 
creating more jobs for Transkeians. 


He said the question of a referendum was also raised and 
his government felt it could not be decided unilaterally 
by Transkei or South Africa, but should be dealt with at 
a multilateral level. Asked whether the question of the 
release of jailed ANC [African National Congress] leader 
Mr Nelson Mandela was discussed, Mr de Klerk said the 
Transkei side did not raise the issue. 


When Mr Botha visited Transkei in November last year, 
he told a press conference his government would not 
simply take back a country because there were constitu- 
tional and legal aspects to consider. 


On his arrival in Transkei on Thursday Mr de Klerk and 
his entourage were met by 2 croup of 40 placard-wielding 
people at the airport. Some of the placards read “We are 
not Transkeians, We are South Africans,” “Unban 
ANC,” and “Down with homeland system.” 


The South African delegation returned home shorily 
after lunch on Thursday. 


6 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Talks on Transportation ‘Frank, Forthright’ 
MB1101181890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1808 GMT 11 Jan 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 11 SAPA—Frank and forth- 
right discussions aimed at exploring ali the avenues that 
could be taken to resolve the 10-week-old SA [South 
African] Transport Services [SATS] strike were held on 
Thursday [11 January] between a MDM [Mass Demo- 
cratic Movement], clergy and African business delega- 
tion and SATS. 


UDF [United Democratic Front] Action Publicity Sec- 
retary Mr Murphy Morobe sa’? in a statement to SAPA 
on Thursday night a three-i sur meeting took place 
between the MDM, the SA Council of Churches, the 
National African Federated Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (NAFCOC) and SATS. 


“The meeting was initiated by COSATU [Congress of 
South African Trade Unions] with the specific view of 
raising with SATS our concern at at the situation arising 
out of the strike,” Mr Morobe said. 


“We raised with SATS our concern that the strike be 
resolved, especially when considering dimensions which 
it seems to be assum ng, particularly the violence.” 


Mr Morobe said his delegation impressed on SATS “that 
the only interest our community has is that the strike be 
resolved in the shortest possible time”. 


“Since the meeting was not a decision making one, the 
parties under'ook to report back to their various interest 
groups without prejudicing the negotiations that are still 
underway.” 


Mr Morobe said his delegation remained resolute in 
their support of SARHWU [South African Railway and 
Harbors Workers Union] and its efforts to improve the 
lot of its members within SATS. 


He said his delegation comprised himself, National 
Union of Mineworkers Secretary General Mr Cyril 
Ramaphosa, COSATU Assistant General Secretary Mr 
S. Nufamadi, leading MDM figure Mr Moham med Valli 
Moosa, SA Council of Churches General Secretary Rev 
Frank Chikane, director of the Institute of Contextual 
Theology Father Smagaliso Mkhatshwa, and the presi- 
dent of NAFCOC, Mr Sam Motsoenyane. 


Nelson Mandela Meets With Lawyers’ Group 


MB1101170890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1647 GMT 11 Jan 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 11 SAPA—Jailed African 
National Congress [ANC] leader Nelson Mandela is 
negotiating the release of political prisoners, National 
Association of Democratic Lawyers (NADEL) President 
Pius Langa said on Thursday [11 January]. 


He was speaking on behalf of the second delegation of six 
NWADEL lawyers to meet Mr Mandela. Another six 
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NADEL lawyers met Mr Mandela on Wednesday. The 
meetings were held at Mr Mandela’s request, at his 
Viiitor Verster Prison home near Cape Town. 


“Mr Mandela told the delegation about his role in 
negotiations for the release of political prisoners...he told 
us he had negotiated for the recent release of leaders of 
the ANC. 


“He is still negotiating for the release of other political 
prisoners,” Mr Langa said. 


Commenting on his release from prison, Mr Mandela 
told the delegation he wished to be released immediately 
but was not going to beg for his freedom. 


Mr Langa said Mr Mandela’s conments meant his release 
was in the hands of the South 4.frican Government. 


“As far as the solution of the country is concerned, Mr 
Mandela emphasized that hv was not involved in nego- 
tiations for a solution...he sees himself as a facilitator so 
that parties can come together and thrash out a solution 
for the country,” Mr Langa said. 


Mr Mandela saw the main actors in this regard as the 
ANC and the government. Mr Langa said, “commenting 
on violence in Natal, Mr Mandela expressed his regret 
that the violent situation was allowed to develop. “He, 
however, wishes that the situation comes to an end.“ 


A large part of the discussion dealt with the role of 
progressive lawyers and ways and means of uniting these 
lawyers. The meeting lasted five hours. 


Mr Langa was accompanied by Mr Dullar Omar, Mr 
Silas Nkanunu, Mr Ronnie Pillay, Mr P. Majeke, and Mr 
E. Moosa. 


12 Jan Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB1201113590 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


Apartheid Remains Despite Sy!'abi Revision— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 12 January ina 
page 10 editorial refers to National Education Minister 
Gerrit Viljoen’s announcement that school syllabi “are 
to be revised to reflect the values and aspirations of all 
groups in a constructive step towards rehabilitating 
South African society into 4 single nation after apart- 
heid.” THE STAR believes “removing racial bias from 
syllabuses remains a dream while official policy divides 
pupils by race and forces a coloured child out of a white 
school.” “How can the Government proclaim apart- 
heid’s demise while separating South Africans in schools, 
hospitals and suburbs?” 
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BUSINESS DAY 


Budget Cuts To Reduce Army ‘Inflated Status’— 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 12 Jan- 
uary states in a page 4 editorial: “Great rejoicing will be 
generated if reports of heavy cuts in the military budget 
prove to be true, not only because the revenues will! be 
released for necessa.y sccial spending but also because 
the military caste ha: come to assume an overweening 
and arrogant status. This status has been built not on 
valour, nor on notable military prowess, but on plain 
cash.” BUSINESS DAY also notes “the country is awash 
with rumours, which cannot be confirmed or disproved 
under the regimen of secrecy, that the SADF [South 
African Defense Force] has a higher proportion of gen- 
erals to men than any army in the world. Such rumours 
sum up the public distrust of the armed forces and the 
growing resentment of their inflated status in a society 
whose strong tradition of civilian supremacy has seemed 
to be faltering.” 


ANC Policy Declaration ‘Most Flexible’—Charlene 
Smith writes on the same page the African National 
Congress (ANC), “while determined not to lay down 
arms ‘until an agreement to end apartheid has been 
arrived at,’ has nonetheless produced its most flexible 
and conciliatory policy statement in some years.” Its 8 
January policy declaration contains “a strong thread of 
optimism and indicates that consideration of post- 
apartheid governing and reconstruction is already 
underway within the organisation and its structures.” 


SOWETAN 


Racial Discrimination in Education Continues— The page 
6 editorial in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 12 
January refers to the call by Gerrit Viljoen, the minister 
of Constitutional Development and of National Educa- 
tion, for “urgent revision of existing syllabuses or 
learning programmes.” The “irony” of Viljoen’s speech 
is that “it was under his reign as Minister responsible for 
black education that the Government fought the NECC 
{National Education Crisis Committee].” “Education in 
this country is still run along racial lines and resources 
are still allocated racially, too.” 


NEW NATION 


Editorial Urges Liberation Struggle To ‘Iniensify’—““We 
must prepz © to intensify the struggle for a non-racial 
democracy until it is ultimately won,” warns the page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg NEW NATION in English for 
12-18 January. “We must bc wary of divisionary, piece- 
meal changes aimed at curbing the tide of victory.” 
“There are those who will be satisfied wth events such as 
the opening of swimming pools arid beaches to people of 
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ali colours. Important as these are, they pale into insig- 
nifican:e in terms of the fundamental objectives of our 
struggle for a united non-racial democracy. Our time has 
come, we must seize the moment and march resolutely to 
victory through organistion and mobilisation.” 


TRANSVALER 


ANC on Defensive—‘The shifts in the constitutional 
game are not decisive but at least give one an idea of the 
provisional approach of the main players,” declares 
Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afrikaans on 9 Jan- 
uary in a page 6 editorial. TRANSVALER points out De 
Klerk seized “much of the earlier initiative from the 
ANC through his new style and approach. Pik Botha’s 
visit to Hungary was another example of how the ANC 
can be forced onto the defensive. Not that we believe the 
organization can be totally eliminated. Its international 
support is much too large and its potential to progress 
internally cannot be underestimated. Therefore, the 
game continues and it is important for the white regime 
to remain in the game through daring steps; also steps 
that will allow other interest groups a place at the table.” 


DIE BURGER 


Black Community Must Address Education Issue—Cape 
Town DIE BURGER in - frikaans on 9 January says in 
a page 10 editorial the “shockingly low results” of black 
secondary school pupils can lead to “something posi- 
tive.”” The black community can, “as a whole, be made to 
face the reality that they can do something concrete 
about this issue.” “Fortunately there are encouraging 
signs that this is getting through to them and that offers 
hope for the future of South Africa.” 


BEELD 


Climate Ripe for Mandela Release—“If President F.W. 
de Klerk’s reforms changed foreign opinion toward 
South Africa as much as we suspect is the case, we can 
only guess what results Nelson Mandela's release will 
have,” states a page 10 editorial in Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans on 10 January. “The massive 
gatherings for released ANC leaders, the street protests 
that have taken place, the fact that the ANC is practically 
no longer banned, and that the heavens have not caved 
in, shows how ripe the time is for his release. The idea 
that Mr Mandela will be released has become so estab- 
lished that it will no longer be a surprise. Although the 
climate is righi now, it can change. Political turns, such 
as those mentioned above, acquire a momentum of their 
own. If expectations are not fulfilled, much of the 
favorable conditions car be ost. The sooner Mr Man- 
dela is released, the betier.”’ 
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Angola 


‘Declaration’ Derides U.S. Position on UNITA 
MB1101130390 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 11 Jan 90 


(“Declaration™ issued by the Angolan Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs in Luanda on 11 January—read by 
announcer] 


[Text] The Government of the People’s Republic of 
Angola deplores the U.S. reaction to an alleged Angolan 
Armed Forces offensive against UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] rebels in 
southwest Angola. 


Every sovereign and independent country has the legiti- 
mate right to defend its territorial integrity as well as to 
see to it that the established public order is respected. 
The Angolan Armed Forces are carrying out defensive 
operations against (?those) UNITA launched in Cuito 
Cuanavale and UVige. 


The Angolan Government is committed to its efforts aimed 
at establishing diplomatic relations with the United States. 
The Angolan Government believes that the present U.S. 
position is incompatible with its economic interests in 
Angola and the process for establishing peace in southern 
Africa. Moreover, the United States is Angola's major 
trading partner, which in itself creates links between our two 
countries that cannot be disrvgarded. 


The Uniced States maintains relations with the USSR and 
the PRC, and has increased its relations with European 
socialist countries that recently introduced political and 
economic reforms similar to those taking place in Angola. 
The Angolan Government will continue to defend its 
sovereignty. It is opposed to any form of interference in 
its domestic affairs, in view of its legitimacy as recog- 
nized by the international community which gave its 
massive support to the recent UN resolution on assis- 
tance to Argola’s economic recovery. Apart from not 
associating itself with this manifestation of solidarity 
with Angola, in view of the latter's major contribution to 
peace in southern Africa and the liberation of Namibia, 
the United States had previously voted against Angola 
joining the IMF and the World Bank. 


However, His Excellency Jose Eduardo dos Santos, pres- 
ident of the People’s Republic of Ango’a, continues to 
promote a peaceful solution to the Angolan problem. He 
wiii not be influenced by deliberate attempts to prevent 
the fulfillment of the peace plan approv-d in Gbadolite. 
In order to clarify the Angolan Government's involve- 
ment with the cause of peace and national recor ciliation, 
His Excellency President Jose Eduardo dos Santos has 
stated that he intends to visit the United Nations and 
several U.S. cities at the invitation of U.S. congressmen 
in order to reactivate and clarify the eight-poini program 
announced in his new year address to the nation and to 
enrich the Angolan Government's peace plan. 


Moreover, Angola remains loyal to the tripartite and 
bilateral accords signed in New York on 22 December 
1988 on the implementation of UN Security Council 
Resoirtion 435/78 on the independence of Namibia, on 
peaceful coexistence among the states in southwestern 
Africa, and on the withdrawal of Cuban troops from the 
Angolan territory. More than 25,000 Cuban soldiers 
have already returned to their country, and this process 
is Continuing at an accelerated pace. 


The Angolan Government has begun the implementation of 
substantial political and economic reforms, either through 
the Economic and Financial Rehabilitation program— 
which includes the privatization of various national eco- 
nomic sectors—or the integration of Angolan citizens with 
different political and religious beliefs in the supreme organ 
of state power and even the government. 

All these initiatives are an indication of the Angolan 
Government's desire for peace, and are in line with its 
(?policy of) maintaining normal relations with all coun- 
tries, including the United Stites. 


Foreign Ministry Reports 10 Jan Summit Canceled 
MB1101161290 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 1930 GifT 
9 Jan 90 


[Text] Luanda, 9 Jan (ANGOP)—The Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs disclosed on 8 January that the fourth 
summit of the eight central and southern Afr:can coun- 
tries involved in the Angolan peace process was once 
again postponed, and would be held at a date tc be 
announced. 


A Ministry of Foreign Affairs communique states that 
the summit had to be postponed because Zairian Presi- 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko, mediator of the Angolan peace 
process, said he would be unavailable “because of his 
timetable”. 


Meanwhile, Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda, coor- 
dinator of the “committee of eight”, will talk with his 
counterparts to try and set a new summit date as soon as 
possible. 


The presidents of Angola, Congo, Gabon, Mozambique, 
Sao Tome and Principe, Zaire, Zambia, and Zimbabwe 
were expected to meet in Luanda on 10 Januaiy to 
discuss the evolution of the peace process and the 
reasons that led to the current stalemate. 


UNITA Communique Notes Fighting, Casualties 
LD1201031490 Lisbon Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0000 GMT 12 Jan 90 


[Text] In a communique issued in Lisbon, the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA] 
reports an intensification of the fighting in southwestern 
Angola over the past few days, with heavy casualties on 
both sides. It goes on to say that Jonas Savimbi has gone 
to Kinshasa to express his concern to President Mobutu, 
the official mediator in the Angolan conflict. 
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The UNITA leader believes that the continuation of the 
fighting could jeopardize the peace process, but has not 
yet lost the hope for national reconciliation in Angola. 


Lesotho 


Ministry Reports Ambassadorial Ties With Singapore 
MB1201124590 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1130 GMT 12 Jan 90 


[Text] The Ministry of Foreigi: Affairs has announc<d 
that Lesotho and Singapore have agreed to set up diplo- 
matic relations at ambassadorial level. 


A press release issued by the ministry today says that the 
decision was taken 3 January, and the aim is to 
strengthen and develop the friendly r-lations which exist 
between the iwo states. 


Zambia 
Kaunda Gives _. . «: Deadlines, Criticizes Bush 
MB1101{90) -. Lusu*a Domestic Service ir: English 
1800 GMT . m 90 


[Text] Presiden, -..unda has given South African Pres- 
ident Frederik de Klerk 6 mcnths in which to end the 
policy of apartheid and release jailed ANC [African 
National Congress] President Nelson Mandela. Com- 
rade Kaunda said if President de Klerk does not respond 
favorably to the call of ending apartheid, 30 June being 
the period within which his parliament will be sitting, 
the international community will be called upon to take 
even most stringent sanctions against South Africa. 


President Kaunda has meanwhile repeated his cail to 
Western nations to stop interfering in Angola, so that the 
Angolan people could peacefully solve the internal con- 
flicts obtaining in that country. 


Comrade Kaunda also called for the reunification of Ger- 
many, Korea, and China with Taiwan, because the peoples 
of these countries are one, made by God in His image. 


President Kaunda at the same function condemned the 7 
December invasion of Paname by the United States, which 
led Panama's former president, Generai Manuel Noriega, to 
fie: before being arrested for alleged drug-trafficking 
offenses. Comrade Kaunda said although Noriega had no 
support from Zambia regarding his alleged offenses, it was 
wrong for President George Bush to disrespect the sover- 
eignty of a state by invading Panama. 
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Addressing churchmen from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church of the United States and a group of loca! mem- 
bers of the same church at State House, Comrade 
Kaunda criticized President Bush for fighting evil with 
evil, making mistakes. Comrade Kaunda described drug 
trafficking as a terrible thing, adding that despite 
Noriega’s alleged involvement, coupled with stealing 
powe. from the people of Panama, the United States 
should have found a better way to handle the matter. 


Zimbabwe 


President Mugabe Meets U.S. Congressmen 


MB1i91155090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1405 GMT 11 Jan 90 


[Text] Harare Jan 11 SAPA—Visiting U.S. Congressman 
Mr Howard Wolpe met President Robert Mugabe for two 
hours on Thursday [11 January] and discussed southern 
African issues and the situation in South Africa, according 
to Zimbabwe's national news agency, ZIANA. 

Mr Wolpe, who was accompanied by Republican Rep- 
resentative Mrs Constance Morella, is chairman of the 
Foreign Affairs Sub-Committee on Southern Africa in 
the 1S. House of Kepresentatives. 


His two-day visit to Zimbabwe follows a fact-finding trip 
to South Africa [SA]. 


A consistent campaigner for sanctions against SA, Mr 
Wolpe said after i:is meeting with President Mugabe that 
he and the Zimbabwean leader had agreed there was 
need for tougher action against the Pretoria government 
to force it to abandon apartheid. 


“We agreed that there may be indications for some 
change, but there is nothing fundamental yet,” Mr 
Wolpe said. 


He said although President F.W. de Klerk’s government 
had begun a reform programme of desegregaiing public 
utilities and releasing some political detainees, there 
were no concrete deeds. 

“They have to accept the concept of a genuine non-racial 
democracy. I do not think they have crossed that Rubicon”. 


He said the international community should intensify sanc- 
tions against Pretoria to force it to dismantle apartheid. 


Mr Wolpe leaves for the United States on Thursday 
night. 
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Ivory Coast 


Communique Rejects Liberian Accusation 


AB1101225390 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 11 Jan 90 


{Communique issued in Abidjan on 11 January 1990 at 
the end of meeting of party Political Bureau and cabinet 
members unde: the chairmanship of President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny] 


[Text] Communique of the Political Bureau: Summoned 
by the president of the party, His Excellency Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny, a meeting of the Political Bureau 
was held today, Thursday, 11 January 1990 at the 
Presidential Palace to examine the situation prevailing 
currently in Liberia. 


Indeed, for many days now, serious events have taken 
place in Liberia. According to reports from that country, 
fighting is said to be taking place between the govern- 
ment troops of the state and elements hostile to the 
government in the areas of the Liberia-Ivory Coast 
border. 


Of course, our country is not directly or indirectly 
involved in these events that essentially concern 
Liberians themselves. However, statements by Liberian 
officials have indicated that our country is involved in 
this destabilizing attempt. The Political Bureau is anx- 
ious to categorically dismiss these accusations of inter- 
ference levelled by Liberia against our country. 


Indeed, it is true that since the beginning of the events, 
thousands of Liberians living in the border areas, most of 
them women, children, and old peopie, streamed and 
continue to stream into Ivory Coast. Our country, which 
is faithful to its humanitarian tradition, has received 
these refugees, who have been given care and assistance. 
It is necessary to stress that since Ivory Coast achieved 
its independence, it has made peace efforts one of the 
major and essential points of its domestic and external 
policy, for it is convinced that no truc development is 
possible without peace. Ivory Coast, which has suc- 
ceeded in creating and keeping peace at home, of course 
wants peace in the world, and particularly with its close 
neighbors. There is no need to mention the initiatives 
that it has taken and the efforts it has made in this 
direction. Being therefore a peaceful country, Ivory 
Coast is also a country of hospitality. Of a total popula- 
tion estimated at |1 million inhabitants today, nearly 4 
million are aliens who mostly came from neighboring 
countries. No country in the world, in any event, in 
Africa, has on its territory such a considerable number of 
foreigners. These people are welcomed and accepted as 
brothers on condition that they abide by Ivorian laws 
and respect an essential and sacred principle in our 
covntry—that is, that Ivory Coast will never agree to 
serve as a base for any, and, more to the point, armed, 
subversive maneuvers carried out by foreigners against 
their countries. 
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Ivory Coast, it may be recalled, is a member of the West 
African Economic Community and the Economic Com- 
munity of West African States, two regional organiza- 
tions that advocate the principle of free movement of 
goods and people among the member states. It is under- 
stood that, being respectful of this principle, it is difficult 
for Ivory Coast to encroach upon anyone’s freedom to go 
and come from one country to another and to settle 
there, if need be. 


Ivory Coast hopes that peace and concord will be 
restored as soon as possible: among this sister country’s 
brothers. But also anxious to safeguard its security and 
the sacredness of its borders, and in the face of the 
situation porevailing in Liberia, it has taken the neces- 
sary steps to forestall any possibilities. 


Liberia 
Further Reportage on Unrest Activities in Nimba 


11,000 Refugees Flee to Guinea 


AB1101133290 Paris AFP in English 1259 GMT 
11 Jan 90 


{By James Dorbor] 


[Text] Monrovia, Jan 11 (AFP)}—About 11,000 residents 
of Liberia’s strife-torn Nimba County have fled into 
neighboring Guinea while government troops have evac- 
uated hundreds more in recent days, travellers said late 
Wedensday. 


They told AGENCY FRANCE-PRESSE that the 
Liberian refugees, including many women and children, 
paid two Liberian dollars as registration and entry fees to 
Guinean villages. 


“The people in the villages opened their doors to us, and 
the Guinean police gave us protection. There are many 
people still there,” said one traveller who arrived in the 
Liberian capital Wednesday. 


Official sources meanwhile said that Guinea’s govern- 
ment planned to send an envoy to Monrovia to discuss 
the “massive” flight of refugees across the border. 


Last week, Ivory Coast Communications Minister 
Auguste Miremount announced that about 10,000 
Liberians had entered the country since fighting broke 
out in the northeastern Nimba County between rebel 
insurgents and government troops on December 24. 


Other witnesses arriving here late Wednesday said vil- 
lagers near Grassfield, an airstrip in Yekepa near the 
Guinea border, were evacuated by soldiers out of fear 
that armed dissidents might have used that airstrip as a 
base. 


Residents of Karnplay, one of the towns the Liberia 
Government said was destroyed by rebels, are being 
evacuated to allow the army take over the area in a 
search for remaining dissidents said to be in hiding. 
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“After the evacuation exercise, anyone found in the area 
will be considered as a rebel and treater as such,” 
travellers quoted a military commander in the region as 
saying. 


(Diplomatic sources in Abidjan said there was heavy 
fighting going on in Nimba County on Wednesday 
between some 60 remaining rebels and troops). 


Travellers said several trucks were seen transporting 
people and their belongings out of Karnplay toward 
Sanniquellie, the country capital. 


Eyewitnesses claimed that people were hungry due to an 
acute shortage of foodstuffs and essential supplies fol- 
lowing the fighting in the area over the past two weeks. 


They told AFP that county citizens were surviving “at 
the mercy” of merchants and traders. They added that 
large businesses run by Liberian and Lebanese remained 
closed because employees were still in hiding in neigh- 
bouring countries. 


Travellers from Sanniquellie said prices of food have 
been hiked to “uibearable” rates. A half kilo (pound) of 
rice officially selling for 35 cents now costs nearly one 
dollar. 


Prices of locally-grown foodstuffs—pepper, eggplant and 
bitterballs—have also been increased. 


Reports from Nimba County also said there was a severe 
shortage of gasoline causing commercial drivers to 
increase fares. 


They reported seeing several bodies along roads near the 
county capital. One official account of the killings said 
armed dissidents shot and killed several Muslims who 
were praying in a mosque in Sanniquellie. 


Troop commander General Edward Smith said a 
member of the Mandingo tribe and three soldiers shot by 
rebels are reportedly in hospital in Yekepa, newspapers 
said here Thursday. 


Soldiers are said to have buried several bodies while 
countinuing “mopping up” operations. 


Meanwhile, justice minister Jenkins Scott has warned in 
an official statement issued late Wednesday that people 
impersonating military forces to search private homes 
would be dealt with “drastically.” 


He said he had received “numerous reports of harrass- 
ment and intimidation” by persons claiming to be secu- 
rity personnel. 


In the last two weeks several murders have been com- 
mitted at night by unknown persons claiming to be 
searching fo- rebels, sources here said. 


The diplomatic sources in Ivory Coast had charged that 
soldiers loyal to president Samuel Doe, who comes from 
the Krahn tribe, were tourching villages and slaughtering 
members of the Gio and Mano tribes. 
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On Tuesday, two captured rebels said they were part of a 
group of about 100 who received training in Libya to 
destabilize Liberia and unseat Mr. Doe. 


BBC Updates S!tuation 
AB1101185790 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 11 Jan 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Liberia’s northeastern county of Nimba is still 
smo!dering in the wake of the invasion of rebels seeking 
to topple President Doe last month. [Word indistinct] a 
big battle was the fiercest around the village of Kahnplay 
between the county capital Sanniquellie and the Ivory 
Coast border. As was recently the case, the. ¢ are reports 
of atrocities against the civilian population b y the rebels, 
while the Army is being accused of taking bla »dy revenge 
in its mopping up operations. Well, yesterday, the first 
group of journalists was allowed to travel up to the 
region. Among them was our correspondent, Elizabeth 
Blunt. On the line, Robin White asked her where she'd 
been and how easy it was to travel: 


[Begin recording] [Blunt] Weli, we were able to travel 
quite freely and on our own up the main road, up 
through the main towns of Nimba Country—Ganta, 
which is the first main town over the Nimba County 
border—and up to Sariniquellie, which is the county 
capital. And I think we could have gone beyond equally 
freely up to the iron mines at Yakapa, which is the end of 
the main road, but we got caught by the curfew. 


The proolem comes if you try to go east into the heart of 
Nimba County itself because the rebels, after all, didn’t 
reach the towns along the main road, and to go into the 
other areas where the Army is now searching for the 
rebels is much more difficult. We went to Kahnplay, 
where the rebels killed the largest number of civilians, 
but we went under military escort. 


[White] . .nd how much damage was done to Kahnplay? 


[Blunt] Well, physical damage—remarkably little. The 
rebels burnt the police commissioner’s house and they 
burnt the immigration post, but the town itself is basi- 
cally intact. But it is almost completely empty. When we 
were there yesterday, the last few people were packing 
out, loading their possession onto trucks and getting out, 
and the Army was helping them go because the Army 
wants the town empty so that... [changes thought] One 
soldier told me once everybody has gone, then they are 
free to regard anyone who is left as a rebel and treat them 
accordingly. 


[White] How many rebels attacked Kahnplay” 


[Blunt] Very difficult to get the exact number. The firing 
started at both sides of the town simultaneously, appar- 
ently. When the Army came to reenter it, there was a big 
battle on the road outside Kahnplay, and there we saw a 
lot of destruction: All the small villages and farms along 
that road had been burned. It wasn’t quite clear how they 
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got burned, but they had been burned. They were all 
deserted. And we saw bodies there. I saw two myself, and 
colleagues saw another two. Three of them had clearly 
been there since that point when the rebels were fighting 
the Army. The fourth one seems to be a lot more recent, 
killed while the Army was in control. 


[White] Did you yourself come across any rebels at all? 


{Blunt} Oh, not at all. If there are any rebels left, they are 
either lying low or they are heading for the border. There 
have been two small incidents this week. The most 
recent was on Wednesday, when a truck was ambushed 
well north of Kahnplay, and the driver was shot and 
wounded. And when the Army went to see what was 
going on, they were ambushed and three soldiers were 
wounded, and they are all now in hospital. But that is the 
last reported incident that I have heard of. Rebel activity 
is now at a very low level. It is really a question of Army 
activity, combing the area. 


[White] So the rebels have lost? 
[Blunt] It looks like it. 


[White] Now, what about all the allegations that either 
the rebels indiscriminately killed civilians, or that the 
Army is now indiscriminately killing civilians? 


{Blunt} Well, we were taken by the Army to the one place 
where the rebels certainly did indiscriminately kill civil- 
ians. They were particularly killing people who work for 
the government and people of the Mandingo tribe, which 
is a minority tribe in the area, lots of shopkeepers, those 
kinds of people... 


(White, interrupting] This is in Kahnplay? 


[Blunt] This is in Kahnplay. And the paramount chief of 
Kahnplay said that he buried nineteen bodies when he 
came out of hiding. They included the police chief of the 
village and one of his patrolmen. And this is certainly 
true. On the other hand, the Army didn’t take us to 
places where they've been accused of killing the local 
population, understandably. Nor did they take us to any 
of the areas where we gather that a sort of search- 
and-destroy operation is going on now, beyond the place 
called (Bar), where we were told the villages were com- 
pletely empty now. And someone told us that the Army 
had been burning those villages, someone who was there 
when it happened. More further down the border, to a 
place called (Belwali), which is another main center of 
Army operations at the moment, we didn’t go to any of 
those places. 


What is interesting is that even in the main towns, where 
there really has been no rebel activity, no reports of rebel 
activity, the place is gripped with fear and people 
believed that the Army are arbitrarily arresting young 
Bio men and indeed killing them. Now, those are reports 
that I haven't been able to confirm, but there is a very 
strong belief that some of the Army have been killing 
young local boys, and certainly, the population believes 
that consequently all the young boys have left the town 
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and gone into the bush, and some of them have gone 
across the Guinea border. [end recording] 


Food Shortage, Kahnplay Evacuation 


AB1101214490 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 11 Jan 90 


[Text] Amid reports that calm is returning to Nimba 
County, latest information suggests that punger is 
striking citizens there due to the shortage of food and 
other basic items. According to a local daily, reports say 
citizens are partly surviving at the mercy of petty traders 
while the main businesses run by Lebanese and Liberians 
remained closed as their operators are said to have fled 
the country. 


The local daily quotes travelers and citizens as saying 
commodities that are found on the market are hiked to 
unbearable prices due to artificial scarcity. According to 
one of the travelers, a cup of rice sold at 25 cents rose to 
75 cents, while the price of many home-grown foodstuffs 
such as pepper, eggplants, and (?bitterbud), and some 
household consumer items jumped by nearly 2, 4, and 10 
percent. According to another traveler there is even a 
severe shortage of gasoline and that the latest stock is 
hiked by 15 to 20 percent by suppliers from the original 
price of between 3.85 dollars and 4 dollars. This, the 
traveler said, has caused drivers to increase transporta- 
tion fare. They are quoted as saying that almost 50 
dollars are spent from Saniquellie to Monrovia. 


Meanwhile, reports just in say residents of Kahnplay, 
Nimba County, are being evacuated to allow the Army to 
take over the area as a buffer zone in its continued search 
for rebels. According to reporters who visited the scene 
yesterday, several pickups and trucks, transporting 
people and their belongings out of Kahnplay, could be 
seen. The vehicles were headed for Saniquellie. 


21 Arrested in Plot To Topple President Doe 


AB1101200690 Paris AFP in English 1952 GMT 
11 Jan 90 


{Excerpts} Monrovia, Jan 11 (AFP)}—Eleven persons, 
two of them Liberian Army battalion commanders, have 
been arrested in connection with a plot to topple Presi- 
dent Samuel Doe, Justice Minister Jenkins Scott said 
here Thursday night. 


He did not identify the Army men, but three alleged 
dissidents told a news conference organized by his min- 
istry that the commanders were in constant contact with 
their leader, Charies Taylor, and had promised to pro- 
vide rebels with arms and ammunition to unseat Mr. 
Doe. 


Augustus Gonkarnu, Samuel Dahn and George Nuah 
explained over nearly two hours how they were recruited 
in the Ivory Coast and trained in Libya. They said while 
training in a Libyan military camp, they met several 
opposition leaders, including former Immigration Com- 
missioner Tonia King and Liberian soldiers who had fled 
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into exile. The three, arrested in Monrovia, said the 
Opposition members pledged material and financial sup- 
port for their plot. 


They showed marks on their shoulders they claimed 
were made by “juju” man or fetish priests who told them 
the marks would shield them against bullets. They also 
said the new government would have been called 
National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPLF) with Charles 
Taylor as president. 


The 11 captured rebels, including two who confessed 
their involvement in the plot Tuesday were said to be 
from Nimba County. The three who appeared before 
journalists Thursday said Mr. Taylor had promised his 
vice president would have come from Nimba. 


“I am asking the Liber‘'an Government to forgive me,” 
Mr Dahn, an ethic Bassa said. “Friends fooled me into 
this mess. I would like to work with the government.” 


Justice Minister Scott told reporters the captured dissi- 
dents made the statements “on their own,” adding that 
they “have not been promised anything.” 


Meanwhile, Mr. Scott has denied persistent rumors of a 
government “hit list,” fresh fighting with rebels and an 
exchange of gunfire between Liberian and Ivorian border 
guards. 


“He said this type of rumor mongering was only 
intended to "intimidate law-abiding and peaceful citi- 
zens.“ [passage omitted] 


Eyewitnesses claimed people are going hungry as food- 
stuffs and essential supplies become scarce following the 
fighting over the past two weeks. 


Soldiers are said to have buried several bodies while 
continuing “mopping up” operations. 


Dissident ‘Revelations’ Reported 
AB1101221790 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 11 Jan 90 


[Text] More revelations have been disclosed by the 
captured armed dissidents about their involvement in 
anti-government activities aimed at overthrowing the 
Liberian Government. At the Ministry of Justice today, 
three of the armed rebels confessed their involvement in 
the activities and what went on during their training in 
Burkina Faso and Libya. 


[Begin recording] [First unidentified voice] Well, I think 
the organization has undertaken a lot of acts. 


[Second unidentified speaker] [words indistinct] were 
(7154) trainees [words indistinct] until we were 153 men. 
One hundred and fifty three men [passage indistinct]. 


[Question] So eventually, how many men [word indis- 
tinct] Monrovia? How many men [words indistinct]? 
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[Unidentified speaker] As we (?set up) the government, 
Charles Taylor was going to be the president. [laughter] 
Yes, Charles Taylor was going to be the president, but we 
later feared that we used [words indistinct] I started my 
training in Libya on the 20th of December 1987 because 
of [words indistinct]. 


[Question] He was the commanding officer? 


(Unidentified dissident] The commanding officer to 
[words indistinct] second is [name indistinct]. Now, 
when we get there we take training from December all 
the way to April 15, 1988. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Christians Demonstrate Against Cabinet Reshuffle 


AB1101183190 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 11 Jan 90 


[Text] Governor Josua Madaki of Bauchi State said 
minor administrative changes in the country’s leadership 
should be no reason for unnecessary arguments. 
Receiving the Bauchi branch of the Christian Associa- 
tion of Nigeria at Government House, Colonel Madaki 
said military postings were based on seniority, merit, 
and performance. He wondered why Christians should 
not take the recent changes in good faith. 


Governor Madaki told the Christians that at one time, 
all the general officers within the country’s military 
formations were Christians, including service chiefs. He 
contended that both followers of Islam and Christianity 
in the Armed Forces have held various positions and 
lived amicably. The governor expressed unhappiness 
over reactions on recent postings by the government, as 
well as dismay over the manner Christians in the state 
have taken the extreme end of organizing demonstra- 
tions to the Government House. 


Governor Madaki, however, collected the letter of pro- 
test presented to him by the association. He also blamed 
the police for allowing the protest march, saying if they 
had done their job they could have forestalled it. Col 
Madaki warned that the government would not condone 
actions tantamount to breach of the peaceful atmosphere 
prevailing in the country. 


Thousands of placards carrying the slogan Pilgrim Chris- 
tians today in Jos and Kaduna staged a similar peaceful 
demonstration. In Kaduna, the demonstrators marche. 
to the Government House, where they handed over a 
letter, presumably for onward delivery to the president. 
The contents of the letter were not immediately known. 


Bishop Urges People To Remain Calm 


AB1201063990 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 11 Jan 90 


{ Text] The bishop of the LTCN Church in Gondola 
state, Bishop [name indistinct], has appealed to Chris- 
tians to remain calm and law-abiding, in the interest of 
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continued peaceful coexistence in the country. Bishop 
[name indistinct], who was speaking to newsmen at the 
Government House after a closed-door meeting with 
Governor Aliyu, said Nigeria belongs to all of us, and 
that nothing should be done to destroy it for selfish 
reasons. 


The meeting was held after a procession of Christians of 
all denominations to the Government House. The state 
government has not yet commented on the issue. 


Peaceful Protests Staged in North 


AB1201111490 Paris AFP in English 0956 GMT 
12 Jan 90 


[Text] Lagos, Jan 12 (AFP)}—Thousands of Christians in 
four of Nigeria’s northern states have staged a peaceful 
demonstration over a cabinet reshuffle carried out last 
Dec 29 by President Ibrahim Babangida, it was reported 
Friday. 


The protesters demonstrated Thursday in Plateau, 
Kaduna, Bauchi and Gongola States, criticising recent 
key ministerial and other appointments as favouring the 
country’s Moslem majority and as an attempt to “Islam- 
ise” Nigeria. 


In Jos and Kaduna cities, capitals of Plateau and Kaduna 
States respectively, the demonstrators met the state 
governors who commended their orderliness and prom- 
ised to present their complaints to President Babangida, 


press reports said Friday. 


In Kaduna, the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) 
for all the 11 northern states and Abuja, the federal 
capital, issued a statement accusing the government of 
no longer maintaining a religious balance and of 
inclining “overtly and covertly” towards Islam. The 
statement was signed by the CAN chairman, Catholic 
Archbishop of Kaduna Peter Jatau, and other top clerics. 


President Babangida last Wednesday postponed a four- 
day official visit to the United States, scheduled to begin 
January 16, because of what observers believed was a 
risk of mutiny in part of the army and religious friction 
arising from the reshuffle. The officia! reason for post- 
ponement of the visit was “rescheduling difficulties”, the 
Nigerian Foreign Ministry said late Thursday. 


FBIS-AFR-90-009 
12 January 1990 


In the reshuffle Lieutenant General Domkat Bali, a 
Christian and Nigeria’s former number three man in the 
government hierarchy was dismissed as defence minister 
and moved to the less important ministry of internal 
affairs. 


Lt.-Gen. Bali, 50, the Nigerian general with the most 
seniority, is regarded as “father figure” to the “Langtang 
Mafia”, a strong military pressure group in Lt.-Gen. 
Bali’s northern Plateau State. 


He turned down his new job and signified his intention 
to quit the military in April, describing his appointment 
as internal minister as a “personal humiliation”. 


All other top military officers from the mainly Christian 
Plateau State were also penalised in the reshuffle. 


Senegal 


Military Positions in North ‘Reinforced’ 


AB1101202690 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1830 GMT 11 Jan 90 


[Text] After the exchange of fire involving heavy artillery 
last week which left several people dead on 6 January in 
the Senegal River area, the Senegalese Ministry of 
Armed Forces disclosed this morning that the area was 
calm. After last week’s bombardment on both sides, no 
serious incident had since been reported between the 
Senegalese and Mauritanian Armed Forces. According 
to Dakar, the Senegalese response to shelling from the 
Mauritanian side of the Senegalese villages of (Ngaouele) 
and Dondou was very violent. It is reported at the 
Senegalese Ministry of Armed Forces that this tit for tat 
response may have caused the total destruction by fire of 
the Mauritanian village also bearing the name of 
(Ngaouele), and that several enemy vehicles were set 
ablaze. 


On the Mauritanian side, however, there has been no 
word on the number of victims. The Senegalese Armed 
Forces, on the other hand, have officially announced the 
death of two soldiers, while four others, including a 
lieutenant, have been wounded and are currently hospi- 
talized in Dakar. 


Renewed fighting between the two warring parties is not 
ruled out, judging from reports which are supported by 
the fact that military positions in northern Senegal have 
been reinforced and more surgeons have been requested 
by hospitals in the north of the country. 
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